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Abstract
My research presented is meant to illustrate and understand the association of the 
increasing secularism and religious identity of adults in relation to the partisan 
divide in various geographic regions in the U.S It is predicted that there will be a 
positive correlation as a result of the rise in secularism leading to the rise in 
the partisan divide This research is significant because it will help us decide 
whether people's religious ideology affects the political environment in which they 
vote. Using descriptive quantitative secondary data from the Pew Research Center 
to examine adults of various ages in the United States through structured surveys. 
The results indicate that the average religiousness is declining in the United States, 
with just one third of the U.S. population being deeply religious and the other third 
being strictly secular. As a result, the secularization thesis is reinforced by the fact 
that “intense religion” has continued in the United States while “moderate 
religion” has declined. In response to that statement, increasing secularism is 
however accompanied by an increase in religious intensity.
Hypotheses
Recognizing the religious and secular demographics of individuals in various 
geographic regions provides the explanation that those who identify with a 
religious ideology determines the political environment in which they vote.
Methods: Quantitative Data
Figure 1: Partisans Religious Affiliation
The 2014 Religious Landscape Study is a follow-up to an equally 
extensive survey of more than 35,000 U.S. adults on religion in 
America, conducted in 2007. Survey work revealed conclusive results 
from an analysis they performed on the effect of religious observance 
towards individuals in which the study shows that the growth of the 
“nones” are now more numerous among Democrats and Democratic-
leaning adults. The religiously unaffiliated also are growing within the 
GOP, though not as quickly, and they remain far outnumbered within 
the Republican coalition (Pew Research Center 2014).
Inferential Statistics
Figure 2: 2020 Partisan Votes Results and CorrelationsFigure 4: Religious Landscape of the U.S.
Figure 4 shows that these results were in accordance with study estimates 
in which over a decade of the surveys conducted demonstrate the 
percentage of Americans who said they are religious not only decreased 
by 12% by 2019 but that those who identified as “nones” (people who 
describe their religious identity as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in 
particular”) became increasingly secular by 9% in 2019 (Pew Research 
Center 2019). In response to this, it is anticipated that a positive 
correlation would occur as much of the U.S. population becomes less 
proactive in religious entities, thus eventually more secular contributing 
to the rise in the partisan divide. In addition, from 1989 to 2016, Figure 5 
indicates that the unaffiliated population has doubled as a proportion of 
the total population while maintaining a steady degree of strong 
affiliation. As a result, the growth of the unaffiliated is attributable to a 
severe decrease in the moderately religious (Schnabel and Landon 2017).
Rural Versus Urban Regions
Figure 3: Political Divisions Between Rural and 
Urban Americans.
• Seculars often live on the coasts or in other urban settings, while 
religionists are more commonly found in the rural South and Midwest
(The Washington Post 2017)
• The Post-Kaiser survey illustrated in Figure 3 focused on rural and 
small-town areas that are home to nearly one-quarter of the U.S. 
population. The results highlight the growing political divisions 
between rural and urban Americans. While urban counties favored 
Hillary Clinton by 32 percentage points in the 2016 election, rural and 
small-town voters backed Trump by a 26-point margin, significantly 
wider than GOP nominee Mitt Romney’s 16 points four years earlier. 
In response to this statement fully 78 percent of rural Republicans 
said, “Christian values are under siege” (The Washington Post 2017).
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Figure 5: Intensity of American Religion 
